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his spears, threatened to compel our immediate de-
parture. It would have been imprudent to con-
tinue to irritate them at this juncture, and at best
have only exposed our own weakness: we there-
fore thought we should most preserve our dignity,
and, at the same time, retain a just ground of com-
plaint of their want of hospitality, by giving way
to their wishes, yet not without evident signs of
our high dissatisfaction. I believe they had, subse-
quently, reason to repent of their conduct, as Capt.
Owen afterwards treated them with apparent cold-
ness, and probably abridged his intended presents:
not but that they were amply remunerated, al-
though the measure of it fell short of their own ex-
pectations. We took our dinner deliberately, not-
withstanding this urgency, and then commenced
our journey, accompanied by Canning and another
chief; besides an old man, who had resided in the
hut with us, carrying our luggage. We were soon
joined by the persons who carried the presents
intended for Captain Owen. We also met the King,
but he, instead of accompanying us, as we had
expected, went off immediately to his own resi-
dence, bearing on his shoulders a quantity of wood,
for the use, as we supposed, of the royal house-
hold ; we shook hands with his Majesty on taking
our final leave.

As on the journey up the country, we had, on
our return,, great numbers of idle people follow-
ing us, either from motives of curiosity or inte-